Michigan City Council

Regular Meeting

May 4, 2015

The Michigan City Council held its regular meeting on Monday, May 4, 2015 at 5:00 pm in the City Office.  Mayor Lauri Rysavy called the meeting to order.  In attendance were Kathy Gilbertson, and Diane Schock.  Councilman Josh Forde was absent.  Also attending was Jason Flom from the Michigan Ambulance and City Superintendent Scott Gilbertson.

Jason Flom addressed the Council regarding a NDDES Grant application for repair of the City Siren.  There is a problem with opening the word document, filling, and saving.  He will assist the City with this process.  Jason also expressed his interest in the vacant City Council position.

Andrew Aakre from Moore Engineering held a teleconference with Council members regarding Meter information for the bids.  Superintendent Gilbertson asked Mr. Aakre several questions on the 2 types of radio read meters.  Andrew also explained the competitive bid process required by USDA for the meter project.  After discussion it was decided that Mr. Aakre would update the specifications for the meter bid, meters shall be battery powered.  Andrew also told the Council that Quam Construction is looking at an early June start for the new lift station.
The minutes from 4-6-15 Regular meeting were approved by a motion from Kathy Gilbertson, seconded by Diane Schock, motion carried.
Kathy Gilbertson made a motion to approve the minutes from the Special Tax Equalization meeting on April 14, 2015, seconded by Diane Schock, motion carried.

Minutes from the Special Interview meeting of 4-14-15 were approved by a motion from Diane Schock, seconded by Kathy Gilbertson, motion carried.

The Special meeting minutes from 4-20-15 were approved by a motion from Kathy Gilbertson, seconded by Diane Schock, motion carried.

Emergency special meeting minutes for the Water/Sewer project were approved by a motion from Diane Schock, seconded by Kathy Gilbertson, motion carried.

After review Kathy Gilbertson made a motion to approve the bills presented, seconded by Diane Schock, motion carried.

April 2015 bills approved
Agcom



$31.80




Ameripride


$119.37





Brager Disposal

$1984.50

Cardmember Service

$90.00



Grand Forks Utility Billing
$26.00
Lakota Hardware



Michigan Hometown Foods


Mortenson & Rygh

$950.00


ND One Call

Nelson Cty Sheriff’s Dept
$1014.30

Ness Press




Nodak Electric

Ottertail Power



Polar Comm


$200.72
United Lab


$405.22




Verizon


$118.91
Superintendent Gilbertson reported:  

· Water loss for the month was about 60,000 gallons

· The City is experiencing minor problems with one of the pumps at the Lift Station

· The sump pump in the Tower house is fixed

· He has been cleaning and organizing the City Shop

· He is monitoring the Dump site and Burn pile

· He will attend a ND Rural Water Seminar in Park River on May 7

City Auditor Robbyn Maresh reported on the ND Ins Reserve Conferment payment received and an upcoming meeting with the Accountant.  Past Due water bills were discussed.  Don January and Chad Lenz will receive Final Letters with a shut off date of 5-18-15.

Old Business:

· Fixing the Siren with a possible Grant

· Rhonda Buhr will attend the next meeting as she is interested in maintaining the City Web site

· Sales Tax discussion was tabled 

· Discussion on the Cemetery plot rates was tabled

New Business:

· Kathy Gilbertson introduced the Loan Resolution and made a motion for its adoption.  Diane Schock seconded the motion, motion carried

· Building permits for Diane Schock and Ken Hietala were reviewed.  Kathy Gilbertson made the motion to approve, seconded by Mayor Lauri Rysavy.  Motion carried with member Diane Schock abstaining from the vote.

· City Council replacements were discussed.  A new member may be appointed 15 days after the resignation of a Council member.  There will be a Special meeting on Wednesday May 6, 2015 at 5:30 pm in the City office for further discussion.

· Todd Stewart representing Gowan Construction entered the meeting.  The proposed rental agreement for the basement Civic Center was reviewed.  The space will be used as a field office and testing lab for the NDDOT engineers and support staff during Highway 2 construction from May 2015 to November 2015.  Diane Schock made a motion to accept the agreement contingent upon the need for extra Internet service.  Kathy Gilbertson seconded the motion, motion carried.

· A new Civic Center rental policy and fees were discussed.  Diane and Kathy will work on a proposal for the next regular meeting.

· Rental of a Roll off dumpster for Spring cleanup was discussed.  Diane made a motion to order a dumpster and a second one if needed.  Kathy Gilbertson seconded the motion, motion carried.  Scott will contact Brager and the City will advertise the dates.

· A quote for a single policy for Scott’s Health Insurance was discussed.  Robbyn will need a copy for the file.
Kathy Gilbertson made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Diane Schock, motion carried.

Next regular meeting June 1, 2015

