
CITY OF MICHIGAN CITY 

PO BOX 226 

MICHIGAN, ND  58259-0226 

701-259-2553  

 

February 6, 2014 

Josh Olson, PE /Apex Engineering Group                                                                                                              
4733 Amber Valley Parkway South 
Fargo ND 58104 
 

Dear Mr. Olson, 

In regards to the US Highway 2/Michigan Bypass-Westbound project. 

The City & Rural Residents of the Michigan area are very concerned with the proposal to close two of 

the exiting access points from the frontage road to Highway 2. Please leave all 4 access points open. 

Data given by the Department of Transportation (DOT) for the changes were safety and maintenance 

cost. The DOT could not provide figures on the cost analysis, or give any information on safety or 

accident history analysis. The cost of removing access points was unavailable. 

Apex Engineering said a study was done on traffic volume last October, however, information was not 

available by what company did the study or what time of day. Traffic volume was highest at the farthest 

east and west access points. The east access has the highest traffic usage, and also the one proposed to 

be eliminated. The east access point is the safest point into Michigan when coming from the east. 

Located in this area are the ND State Highway Dept, trailer court, and three farm equipment shops. 

The current 35 access, by Tesoro is proposed to be eliminated. This access point is used by the Michigan 

Fire and Michigan Ambulance to access Hwy 2 when responding to medical emergencies.  This is their 

first and fastest response route.  Should an incident occur by Michigan, Fire and Ambulance have the 

availability to reroute Hwy 2 traffic onto the Frontage Road for the safety of all involved. With losing 2 

access points they may not have this safety option. The majority of vehicle accidents in the Michigan 

area are located east on Hwy 2 by the Petersburg curve and the overpass and west by the Mapes curve. 

The 35 access is also used by large commercial equipment and large farm equipment of all types. 

Proposed Nelson County Road 35 (between South St. and US Hwy 2) will remain and will become the 

new ND HWY 35.  This intersection is the least safe of all access points to put a higher volume of traffic 

on. Coming from the South provides a visibility issue with the curve on Hwy 2 looking to the east when 



crossing Hwy 2.  After crossing Hwy 2 the distance from Hwy 2 and South St is a half tenth of a mile or 

less.  This is not much space for vehicles to stop at the stop sign and wait to turn when the traffic 

consists of large farm equipment, semis and other large commercial equipment.   Our rural agricultural 

businesses farm land on both sides of Hwy 2. Putting higher traffic volume on this intersection brings a 

higher risk of safety issues. 

School buses from Dakota Prairie and Lakota School districts use all of these access points as they are 

transporting students in three directions using Hwy 2 west bound to Lakota, Hwy 2 east bound to 

Petersburg and south on 35 to McVille. 

The West access point had the second highest traffic volume which is located by the Leading Edge, (John 

Deere dealership). Tesoro is located just east of this access point & sets up machinery.   Tesoro and the 

Leading Edge use semis to transport oversized loads of equipment/machinery from their locations 

utilizing the west access point.  This access also has a high volume of residential traffic. 

Forcing the volume, size and types of traffic down from 4 to 2 access points is going to create a serious 

safety concern. Your proposal closes our highest volume access point with the lowest accident volume. 

Your proposal may cause our community some serious repercussions. 

 

The recommendations are: 

Do not fix something that isn’t broken. 

Turning lanes on all access points should be done during the project. 

Keep the 4 exiting access points into Michigan. 

 

Sincerely  

 

 

Lauri Rysavy, Mayor 

 

Mayor - Lauri Rysavy                                  City Auditor – Robbyn Maresh 

City Council Members – Scott Gilberson, Kathy Gilbertson, Scott Midstokke, Rodney Fisk 
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